[In the grey area body body, psyche and social difficulties. I: New developments in diagnosis and therapy of somatoform disorders (exemplified by chronic pain patients)].
The so-called psychosomatic or functional conditions (notably somatoform pain disorders) often cause difficulties in diagnostic classification, clinical management and assessment of disability. Recent trends in diagnosis are reviewed. We describe our first clinical experience of interdisciplinary evaluation of pain patients by functional capacity evaluation and an ergonomically oriented rehabilitation program. This interdisciplinary approach could constitute a new field of close collaboration between physiatry/physical medicine, physiotherapy and psychiatry.